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would be needed to keep in their accustomed supply even for a month a family used to easy access to those handy magazines of commodities which retail dealers maintain. He will see at once that there are a number of things such, as fresh meat, fish, fruits, etc., which it is impossible to keep on hand, so as to Tbe sure of having them when needed. And of the things that would keep longer, such as flour, sugar, oil, etc., he will see that but for the retail dealer it would be necessary that much, greater quantities should be kept in each house, with a much greater liability to loss from decay or accident. But it is when he comes to things not constantly needed, but which, when needed, though it may not be once a year or once a lifetime, may be needed very badly—that he will realize fully how the much-abused "middleman " economizes the capital of society and increases the opportunities of its members.
A retail dealer is called by the English a " shopkeeper " and by the Americans a " store-keeper." The American usage best expresses his real function. He is in reality a keeper of stores which otherwise his customers would have to keep on hand for themselves, or go without. The English speak of the shops of cooperative supply associations as "stores," since it is in them that the various things required from time to timj3 by the members of those associations are stored until called for. Bat this is precisely what, without any formal association, the retail dealer does for those who buy of him. And though, co-operative purchasing associations have to a certain extent succeeded in England (they have generally failed in the United States) there can }>e no question that the functions of keeping things in store and distributing them to consumers as needed arc

